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INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SP-02 EB-08 INR-IO OES-07 PM-05 
NSC-05 CIAE-00 DOE-15 SOE-02 SS-15 /08I W 

077869 22I525Z/75 

R22I355ZMAY78 
EM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
SECSTATE WASHDC 9408 

CONEIDENTIAL CAIRO 13360 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, EG, IS, UK 

SUBJ: BRITISH EIRM TO ASSIST DRILLING IN ALMA EIELD; 

GOE REPORTED NOT TO ALLOW DRILLING IN BUFEER ZONE 

REF: (A) TEL AVIV 6534, (B) CAIRO 12580, (C) TEL AVIV 5102, 

- (D) STATE 097148, (E) USUN 1359, (E) CAIRO 06849 

1 . IN CONNECTION WITH INFORMATION CONTAINED PARA 3 REF A 
THAT BRITISH COMPANY HAS CHANGED VENUE OE DRILLING OPERA- 
TIONS IN SINAI EROM EL ARISH TO GULF OF SUEZ, WE WONDER 
WHETHER DRILLING RIG IS ONE THEY HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN USING 
EOR OEESHORE MEDITERRANEAN WORK. IE SO, WOULD BE INTER- 
ESTING TO KNOW HOW THEY GOT IT TO ALMA FIELD, ESPECIALLY 

IE SUEZ CANAL WAS TRANSITTED. 

2. REMARKS ATTRIBUTED TO ELARABY PARA 2 REP A ARE AT VARIANCE WITH 
POSITION REPORTED REPTELS. WE WOULD INDEED BE INTERESTED 

IN READING PROM UN ON SUBJECT OF ACCESS TO BZ IF NEW LEGAL 
INTERPRETATION ADOPTED. DESPITE PREQUENT CONTACT WITH 
EMBASSY PAS PEW WEEKS, NEITHER ELARABY NOR GULP REPS HAVE 
MENTIONED ANYTHING REGARDING NEW UN OR EGYPTIAN MILITARY 
POSITION ON ACCESS QUESTION. MATTHEWS 

DISSIMINATION COORDINATED WITH SS/0 PER MS. LINO. 
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